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Status of this Meno

This docunent is a working version of a protocol specification. It
will eventually becone an Internet-Draft by followi ng well defined
| ETF procedures. At that time, the follow ng paragraphs must be

i ncl uded:

This docunent is an Internet-Draft. Internet-Drafts are working
docunents of the Internet Engineering Task Force (I ETF), its areas,
and its working groups. Note that other groups may al so distribute
wor ki ng documents as Internet-Drafts.

Internet-Drafts are draft documents valid for a maxi numof six nonths
and may be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "~ “work in progress.''

To learn the current status of any Internet-Draft, please check the
"Tlid-abstracts.txt'' listing contained in the Internet-Drafts Shadow
Directories on ftp.is.co.za (Africa), nic.nordu.net (Europe),
munnari.oz.au (Pacific Rn), ds.internic.net (US East Coast), or
ftp.isi.edu (US West Coast).

Abst r act

LDPA is the Lightweight Distributed Printing Application protocol
defined in [1] and [2]. This docunent describes a format for an LDPA
Uni f or m Resour ce Locator which will allow Internet clients to have
direct access to LDPA printers.
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1.

I ntroduction
LDPA is the Lightweight Distributed Printing Application protocol
defined in [1]. This docunment describes a format for an LDPA Uniform
Resource Locator which will allow Internet clients to have direct
access to LDPA printers.
URL For mat
An LDPA URL begins with the protocol prefix "print" and is defined by
the follow ng granmar.
<ldpaurl> ::="print://" [ <hostport>] "/" <printer-nane>
<hostport> ::= <hostname> [ ":" <portnunber> ]
<printer-nane> ::= "Printerl" | "Joe's_Printer" |
The print prefix indicates a printer running the LDPA protocol at the
gi ven <host name> at the given <portnunber>.  The default port is TCP
port ???. The <printer-nane> is an LDPA printer at that <hostport>
network address, with any URL-illegal characters (e.g., spaces)
escaped using the % et hod described in RFC 1738.
Exanpl e URLs
The followi ng are some exanpl e LDPA URLs using the format defined
above.
An LDPA URL referring to the Novell Corporate printer:
print://www novel | . cond | ncom ngPrinter
An LDPA URL referring to Nna's Print Shop color |aser printer:
print://printer.nina.conl Col orLaser
An LDPA URL referring to Nna's Print Shop typsetting quality printer
that accepts PDF files:
print://wn ni na. cond col or-slides-printer
An LDPA URL referring to the HR Departnent’s printer:
print://1.2.3.4:80/HRPrinter
Browser Functionality
If an LDPA URL is encountered in some HTM. page (say a page show ng a
list of all Printers in a certain context), the browser could provide
a menu choice to the user to do one or nore of several things:
1. Install the URL as a printer on the |local desktop (an Internet
printing redirector).
2. Go to the managenent page URL associated with the Printer (if
there is one).
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115

116 3. Browse for a URL (including a file:///... URL) which could then be
%%{73 submitted to the printer using the LDPA protocol.

119 5. Security Considerations

120

121 The LDPA URL fornmat does not provide a way to specify credentials to
122 use when resolving the URL. Therefore, it is expected that such
123 requests wll be unauthenti cated.

124

125 6. References

126

%%{73 [1] LDPA Internet-Draft, Novenber 1996.

129 [2] Berners-Lee, T., Masinter, L., and M MGCahill, "Uiiform
%g(i Resource Locators (URL)", RFC 1738, Decenber 1994.

132 7. Author's Address

133
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8. Appendix A

There is no appendi x information at this tine.
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