Projector & Display Management Working Group

Minutes of Conference Call 2007/12/12-13

Attending:

Rick Landau, Dell

Ira McDonald, High North

Raymond Rogers, Symon

Topics

Several people were not able to call in due to travel and other commitments.  We pressed ahead, anyway.  

This will be the last meeting this year.  The next meeting will be January 9-10 (Wed-Thurs) at the usual times.  Unfortunately, Ira McDonald has a long-term conflict with Wednesday evening.  At this point in the development, I think we need his expertise.  Let's discuss the possibility of moving the meeting day (but not the time) again.  

New Group

Nick submitted a draft of the Filter group.  With minor changes, it compiled and was added to the body of the MIB.  

Review Current State of MIB Draft

The draft MIB finally includes all groups and compiles with no errors in even the pickiest MIB compilers.  The draft is produced from the XML definitions of groups, tables, and properties by 100% machine translation with zero hand editing.  Ta-da!  
At least one of the compilers tested still produces four warnings that relate to  defining the root OID of the MIB.  A solution would be to write a PWG-COMMON-MIB file to define the OID arcs pwg (enterprises.2699) and mibs (pwg.1) and import that at the beginning of the MIB instead of trying to define these arcs implicitly in a single statement.  Ira volunteered to draft such a file.  

The property General/PowerOnCount should have <Unit> element of cycles instead of hours.  
The property General/DeviceAge is analogous to the PWG standard counter Availability.TotalTime.  Except for differences in units of measurement, the two counters have the same semantic.  The PWG Counter MIB, however, is heavily slanted toward imaging devices such as printers and scanners.  Only a few of its counters would be directly applicable to projectors and displays, so implementing the Counter MIB directly is not practical.  Possibly using some of the PWG standard counters (semantics, names, cross-references, etc.)  needs some thought and discussion.  
Another one of the standard counters is Availability.MaintenanceTime.  If the device can tell that it is in maintenance mode, it can record the time in that mode in this counter.  How does a projector know that it is in maintenance mode?  At least some high-end projectors go into a defined maintenance state when any of the interlocked covers is opened.  

The property DisplaySet/DisplayMode (DisplaySettings) needs to have some way for the client to determine what display modes are implemented in this device.  Possibly add a small table of supported display modes to the DisplayCap class (DisplayCapabilities).  

The properties Connector/AudioCurrInput and Connector/VideoCurrInput need comments to indicate that they are read, it is possible for their values to be zero, depending on the startup configuration of the device, video search mode, etc.  Alternatively, the names might be amended to be of the form XxxCurrInputOrZero.  
Explanatory Text Surrounding the Technical MIB
The compilable text of the MIB is not all that is required for a standard.  As with RFCs that contain MIBs, there is a fair amount of explanatory text before and after the actual MIB text, in a specific outline and format.  Not that much is required, but it is required.  Ira, Raymond, and I determined to divide and conquer the surrounding text.  We will start with the recent PWG Counter MIB, delete all the counter-related text, and fill in all the sections with information relevant to projector & display management.  And we're looking for other volunteers to write or proofread critically the various sections.  
The source document that we're starting with is in 

    ftp://ftp.pwg.org/pub/pwg/wims/wd/ wd-wimscountmib20-20070914.doc  and .pdf

Take a look at it to see what we have to write about this software model we've constructed.  There's also a spec that describes the rationale in more detail at 

    ftp://ftp.pwg.org/pub/pwg/wims/wd/ wd-wimscount10-20070212.pdf

VACATION!

I will be out for the rest of the year, staring in a few minutes.  Talk to you in January!  Have a happy holiday season, all.  

